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Featured  
Stories 



Peter, an 86-year-old Navy veteran, worked for Local 25 for 50 years. As the years went by, 

Peter’s home had its fair share of potential safety concerns. After being introduced to United 

Way of Long Island’s Older Adult Home Modification Program and due to the generosity of 

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Peter received a new front porch railing, smoke 

alarms, bathroom and tub grab bars, as well as a ventilation fan. In addition, kitchen renovations 

included the installation of GFI receptacle outlets, new cabinet door and drawer handles and 

fire extinguishers. “As a retired tradesman, I appreciated how all the work was performed in a 

professional manner with a very satisfying result,” said Peter. “Bravo and thank you.” 

Lending a Helping Hand to a  
Retired Tradesman and Veteran



When Superstorm Sandy struck in 2012, it upended thousands of lives, including Lily’s. She was 

a dedicated 20-year veteran of the New York City Police Department and a first responder on 

9/11. Lily worked hard to pave the way for her children’s future.  

The massive storm’s fierce winds and immense flooding destroyed their house. To further 

complicate Lily’s situation, she dealt with contractor fraud, putting her in debt and without a 

permanent roof over her family’s heads. She was discouraged when United Way of Long Island 

stepped in to help. 

United Way provided financial assistance to Lily, supporting construction costs and aiding in 

finding reputable contractors to rebuild. Over a decade later, Lily and her family were finally able 

to walk through a front door that they could call home. 

There is a Home Sweet Home



Events 



United Way of Long Island celebrated the 

dedication and support of individuals, 

organizations, corporations and labor 

unions at its annual UNITED IN PURPOSE 

Celebration Luncheon at the Crest Hollow 

Country Club in Woodbury on June 11.  With 

over 600 guests, supported by longtime 

Presenting Sponsor Bethpage Federal Credit 

Union, and many other generous sponsors 

and contributors, the fundraising event 

raised $750,000 for United Way of Long 

Island and its community impact partners.

“What a pleasure to celebrate this 
day with all of you! Heal the World…
Make it a Better Place. Everyone 
pulling in the same direction. You 
truly have the heart, compassion and 
willingness to be a part of making our 
world here on Long Island a better 
place for thousands of families.” 
                           - Theresa Regnante, 
President and CEO of United Way of Long Island







Thank you to Bethpage Federal Credit Union for your continued support and 
for inviting United Way of Long Island to participate in this year’s Bethpage Air 
Show at Jones Beach.
 
United Way was on the boardwalk raising funds to support our veterans and 
active military families. For a small contribution, attendees spun the wheel to 

win prizes. Through the generosity of those in attendance, over $4,000 was raised.

There are over 80,000 veterans living on Long Island, and a significant portion are seniors who have 
become especially vulnerable in recent years. Additionally, nearly 2,000 veterans are attending 
colleges, many of which have young families and are struggling to get by.
 
Thank you, Bethpage Federal Credit Union for helping us support our local heroes!

For more information on Mission United visit: 
www.unitedwayli.org/missionunited



Thursday, August 1  |  6pm - 9pm
Blue Point Brewery, patchogue

NETWORKING 
& CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 

IN SUPPORT OF UNITED WAY OF LONG ISLAND’S
STUFF-A-BUS

E V E N T

Title Sponsor

Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

YPN
Young Professionals Network

thanks to our sponsors

We are thrilled to announce that the inaugural 
YPN Networking Event and Cornhole Tournament 
was a tremendous success, raising $20,000 
for United Way of Long Island’s Stuff-A-Bus 
program and nearly 200 people in attendance. 

A heartfelt thank you to all our sponsors, the 
Young Professionals Network Committee, and 
everyone who attended. Your participation made 
this evening truly special.
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28th Annual Gala

H o n o r i n g

Thursday, September 19, 2024 
5:30pm

Charles E. Makey III 
President & CEO 
Merchants Insurance Group

The Mansion at Oyster Bay 
1 S Woods Rd, Woodbury, NY 11797

Our Mission:
We continue to support our mission to make a difference here on  
Long Island, bringing the insurance community together to change  
the lives of many Long Islanders in need, as well as making a  
difference in the communities where we live and work.



Scan the QR code to enter or visit 
www.unitedwayli.org/LIICRaffle

Cammy Belser (1950-2010) was a mission-driven founder of the LIIC. She manifested a great impact through 

her passion and commitment to education and the insurance industry. When she passed the LIIC established the 

Camilla G. Belser Scholarship Fund in her memory. For more than 10 years this fund has afforded over 20 students 

the opportunity to attend college because of your generosity. Thank you! 

Support the

$10,000 PRIZE Raffle Tickets are $100 each  
Buy Three Get One Free 
300 Tickets OfferedDrawing to be held September 19, 2024  

(Winner need not be present)

2024 Camilla G. Belsar Memorial Scholarship Fund 
recipients Jimmi Coronado from Freeport High 
School is attending Nassau Community College, 
majoring in Accounting, and Erica Bell from  
Academy Charter School in Hempstead is attending 
Nassau Community College, majoring in Nursing.

Second Prize: Lottery Tickets Package ($150) 



Team Mission United is a dedicated group of runners who are committed to 

supporting United Way of Long Island’s Mission United in the 2024 TCS New 

York City Marathon in support of Long Island’s veterans. 

Long Island has one of the largest veteran populations in New York State and 

one of the highest concentrations in the United States. Mission United provides 

critical programs to veterans as they transition back into civilian life including employment services, 

education, financial services, health and housing support.



Programs 



Now in its 16th year, United Way of Long Island’s  

annual Stuff-A-Bus program provides elementary 

school students with new school supplies, preparing 

them for their academic studies, building their self-

esteem, and setting them up for success. 

United Way is partnering with Suffolk Transportation 

Service, Inc. to deliver the supplies generously 

donated by companies, organizations, and 

individuals across Long Island.

Stuff-A-BusStuff-A-Bus
The Success of Our Students...  The Success of Our Students...  
Starts With YOU!Starts With YOU!



Supporters include:
Alba Wheels Up  •  Amneal Pharmaceuticals  •  Athleta  •  Bethpage Federal Credit Union   •  Borg Insurance Agency & Associates 

Bulovas Restoration  •  Citrin Cooperman  •  ClearVision Optical  •  CNA Insurance  •  Coach Stores-Deer Park & Riverhead 

 Cohn Reznick  •  CVBS  •  DAR- Ketewamoke NSDAR  •  East/West Industries  •  Family of Kidz  •  Family Wealth Decisions Group  

Flushing Bank  •  Gas Tech Plumbing & Heating  •  G-Rock Handcovers, Inc.  •  Girl Scouts Troop 914  •  H2M Architects  & Engineers  

Haugland Group  •  Kate Spade-Riverhead  •  Kids Therapy Services  •  Laufer LLP  •  Lincoln Financial Group  •  Local 338 RWDSU/UFCW   

Mackoul  •  Gabriele Marano LLP  •  Kimberly & Mark McElhinney  •  Merchants Insurance Group  •  The Mosquito Guido   

MSC  •  Narda-MITEQ  •  National Grid  •  Newsday  •  Oerlinkon  •  Oliver Inc.  •  Marcia & Gregy Randall  •  Retro Fitness  

Rotary Club of Promise  •  Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, Inc  •  Sales Master  •  Souther Glazer Wines and Spirits  •  Sands New York  

Sheehan CPA   •  SK Pool Care  •  Transdev/Nice Bus  •  Target-Central Islip & Commack   •  TTM Technologies   

Utica National Insurance  •  Villanova Alumni  •  Visiontron   •  VRD Contracting  •  W Services Group   •  Zebra Technologies

Supporters as of 9.4





VOLUNTEERING
Together we can make meaningful lasting change across Long Island. Throughout the summer 

several companies volunteered their time at some of our community partner agencies as well as at   

our own community garden here at United Way. Thank you to all of our volunteers.



DREAMS FOR YOUTH
S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M

In 2024 the DREAMS for Youth Advisory Board awarded 35 scholarships  
to students across Long Island going to college for the first time.

 
 

Nine Memorial scholarship were awarded 

Chin Ying Scholarship (2 recipients)

Robert B. Read Memorial Scholarship (1 recipient)

Thomas F. Cruso Scholarship (1 recipient)

Anthony J. Stupore Memorial Scholarship Fund (1 recipient)

Patricia Michels Memorial Scholarship Fund (1 recipient)

Camlla G. Belser Memorial Scholarship Fund (2 recipients)

Doreen Miller Memorial Scholarship Fund (1 recipient)



Since its inception in 2002, United Way of Long Island has 

awarded scholarships and/or grants, in the areas of Academics 

& Enrichment, totaling more than $1,000,000. The D.R.E.A.M.S. 

For Youth Advisory Board, comprised of 7th graders to college 

students, works under the guidance of United Way staff to 

make award decisions. The Dreams R Us Foundation provides 

support for D.R.E.A.M.S. For Youth scholarships.

 

Academic Awards  assist with the costs associated with 

educational goals at a college, university, private or vocational 

school. Applicants must be in grade 12, demonstrate financial 

need and a commitment to community service. Financial 

awards range from $1,000 to $4,000.

D.R.E.A.M.S. For Youth Scholarship 
applications open for the  
2025 academic year on  
October 1, 2024. 

For more information  
or to download an  
application visit:

unitedwayli.org/DREAMS

D.R.E.A.M.S. Scholarships
DETERMINATION. REALIZATION. ENRICHMENT. ACADEMICS. MISSION. SERVICE.

For additional information contact Biena Depena at 631.940.3719

DREAMS FOR YOUTH
S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M



BANK OF AMERICA STUDENT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

Since 2014,  United Way of Long Island has 

administered the Summer Youth Employment 

Program (SYEP) generously funded by Bank of 

America, providing high school and college 

students with paid internships and hands-on 

career training. 27 students, ages 15-21, were 

employed for six-weeks with 20 non-profit 

host agencies in communities throughout 

Nassau and Suffolk counties. For more 

information visit: www.unitedwayli.org/SYEP.



Media 
Broadcast 

 
Print 



Broadcast

UNITED WAY OF LONG ISLAND’S YOUNG PROFESSIONALS  
NETWORKING & CORNHOLE EVENT AT BLUE POINT BREWERY

To view the coverage visit: www.unitedwayli.org/ypn



Print



211 Long Island is a free, confidential 

phone service and searchable online 

database that is available 24/7/365 

and connects you to local health and 

human services agencies when you need help. Dial 2-1-1 to 

connect to a caring call specialist or call toll-free at 1-888-

774-7633 outside Nassau and Suffolk Counties.

Femi, YouthBuild graduate and now a Union 
Journeyman member of IBEW Local 25

United Way of Long Island’s Workforce 

Development Training Academy provides 

FREE specialized education in clean 

tech and renewable energy, preparing 

participants for the in-demand roles that 

are shaping the future of our planet.

Our training academy is designed to 

meet the evolving needs of eco-friendly 

employers, while also setting trainees 

on the path to a financially secure and 

sustainable career. 

Take the first step toward a greener future 

with United Way’s Workforce Development 

Training Academy. Classes are available in 

English and Spanish. 

To register use the QR code or visit  

www.unitedwayli.org/WDTA

United Way of Long Island’s

WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT 

Training Academy

Register   
Today for the  
Next Session 

on Oct. 7

Ready to start a career that 
offers growth, stability, and  
Sustainable impact?



unitedwayli.org/stuffabus

Contact 211 Long Island for

information and referrals

related to education and

support services.

Dial 2-1-1, or outside of

Nassau and Suffolk Counties

1-888-774-7633 and

visit 211longisland.org

United Way of Long Island is in its 16th year of providing essential school

supplies to children across Long Island. Since Stuff-A-Bus began,

we have collected and delivered over 1,000,000 school supplies to over

50,000 students.

Help us ensure that when a student walks into the classroomwith the tools to

succeed, they can focus on what really matters – learning!

To donate to the Stuff-A-Bus program contact UnitedWay at 631.940.3734 or

visit www.unitedwayli.org/stuffabus.

Students at Loretta Park Elementary School, Brentwood, NY

The Success of Our Students...The Success of Our Students...
Starts With YOU!Starts With YOU!

Support Stuff-A-Bus Today!Support Stuff-A-Bus Today!

Special Thanks to our Lead Supporters
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United Way of Long Island honors and remembers 
our United States military service members through 
a Memorial Fund that provides support to veterans 
and their families. Funding helps provide services and 
resources in career training, employment assistance and  
emergency financial aid. The need is particularly  
significant on Long Island as there are more than 80,000 
veterans living in Nassau & Suffolk Counties.

Veteran support services and resources are available  
through 211 Long Island - a free, non-emergency 
information service that connects Long Island residents 
to health and human resources, Dial 2-1-1, or outside 
Nassau and Suffolk Counties 1-888-774-7633, or visit 
211longisland.org. 

Saluting Our Local 
Heroes By Honoring 
Their Legacies.

Mission United is supported in part by Sands New York, Bethpage Federal Credit Union and MSC Industrial Supply Co.

M I S S I O N  U N I T E D  P A R T N E R S

This Memorial Day, we pay tribute to the  
heroes who gave everything for our nation.  
Their courage and sacrifice will always be 
remembered. Wishing everyone a day filled  
with reflection and appreciation for our heroes.

www.unitedwayli.org/missionunited
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Thank You 


